Monty’s Musings
Can you imagine a church selling tickets for admission? Martin Luther took issue
with the Catholics in 1517 over a similar practice. But a couple hundred years later, John
Wesley made use of a sanctified version of the idea. He didn’t sell tickets to the society
meetings, but he did issue tickets to those members who proved by their words and actions
that they truly fear God and work righteousness.
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One of the primary contributions John Wesley gave to the Christian movement was
the use of small groups, called societies, to facilitate spiritual growth. But since spiritual
growth occurred so rapidly in an environment where everyone was singularly focused on becoming more like Christ, the societies became popular and increased in size.

In order to make sure that growing in grace (and not merely religious appearance)
was still the top priority, John Wesley met individually with each member of the society to
guard against any hindrance of peace and brotherly love. He looked for evidence of the fruit
of the spirit from their own mouths and those of their leaders and neighbors. If such evidence could be found, John Wesley wrote that person’s name on a ticket, which they showed
at the next society meeting. Each quarter, everyone in the society had to have an updated
ticket, indicating they had met with Wesley and had been approved. This also supplied the
Methodists with a quiet and inoffensive way of removing any disorderly member (The Works
of John Wesley, Vol. 8, p. 256-257).
I remember one of my seminary professors at Asbury telling us about a ticket that
his grandmother had kept up with. Someone in their family line had been a Methodist while
the ticket system was still in place and must have grown in grace that quarter!
We sacrifice greatly for things we believe to be important, things that are worth it.
Members of championship teams begin the year (which starts in the offseason) by committing themselves to each other and to high standards of character and work ethic. Even
seemingly private, personal choices affect the whole team. Every decision matters.
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As followers of Christ in Clyde, we are focused on eternity and making sure everyone
around us enjoys theirs. Some things are worth sacrificing for.
The words “disciple” (learner) and “discipline” (training) are closely linked to each
other. I’ve learned that a disciplined life is what people can see on the outside. Giving our
first energy and attention to our First Love is what happens on the inside.
Jesus told us, “I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in Me and
I in him bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).
Are you “playing for a championship” in some area of your life? Who is watching
over you in love? What are you and your team sacrificing greatly for this year?

Only By Grace,

Monty

Summer Schedule
Sunday

7:30a Prayer with the Pastor
8:30a Traditional Worship Service
9:45a Sunday School
10:50a Blended Worship Service
Tuesday
8:30a Prayer Group
Wednesday 5:30p Youth Group - FH
Thursday
9:00a Men’s Coffee Group- FH
Friday
9:00a Ladies’ Coffee Group- FH

Memorials

BIRTHDAYS!!

Jeff Lowyer - by Reed & Kyra Minter
Jonnie Hoodenpyle - by Reed & Kyra Minter

Prayer Walk - Golf Scramble - Church Picnic

8/02

8/03

8/04

Frances Howle

Kenstan Canada

Doug Mills

8/07

8/08

8/11

Sharon Hazard

Danny Tabor

Karen Hogue

8/12

8/18

8/20

Kylie Dyer

John Dement

Steve Hooker

Jo & Madrid Hazard - by Sharon Hazard

Honorariums
The Women’s Gospel Choir/The Ladies Coffee group,
Those who worked Grace Camp, - by Anonymous

Gay Faircloth

July 2

119

8/21

8/25

8/27

July 9

125

Eddie Craig

Elaine Lee

Rene Cloud

July 13

134

Bob Gillespie

Dorothy Zinn

July 23

124

8/28

8/30

8/31

July 30

130

Don Craig

Yonna Green

Chloe Gonzales

Jerry Tate

Vicki Graham

Anniversaries
Bob & Joy Gillespie - 08/02
Dean & Becky Caffey - 08/04
Pat & Doris Pritchard - 08/14

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
08/19 - 50th Wedding Anniversary
Celebration for John & Nancy
Moerls - FHall 2-4 PM

John & Nancy Moerls - 08/19

08/23 - Bells & Choir resume

Mike & Tamra Cotton - 08/20

08/26 – 9 AM -Community Prayer Walk

David & Melba Miller - 08/21
Ronnie & Elaine Lee - 08/23
J.W. & Jan Schlee - 08/27
Donnie & Jessica Fry - 08/30
Sammy & Courtney Wilson - 08/31

1 PM - Golf Scramble
5 PM - Church Picnic
08/27 - Blessing of the Backpacks
08/28 - First day of school - Good Luck!
09/04 - Labor Day - Office Closed
09/20 - Kingdom Kids and Youth resume

August 26, 2017
School is quickly approaching and we want to make sure that the school year
gets off to the best start possible. What better way to kick-off the school
year than to saturate our schools and administration building with prayer?
The Prayer Walk will begin at 9 AM at the Clyde Junior High. We will then
caravan to the Elementary, the High School, the Intermediate and the Administration Building. We will spend a few minutes at each location singing
and praying over specific needs. Please come and join this walk and bless
our community with the gift of your prayer! The Golf Scramble will begin at
1 PM at Shady Oaks Golf Course. The fee to enter is $25 per person to cover
the playing fees. Please contact the office to reserve your spot asap. The
Church Picnic will follow and will be at Clyde FUMC this year. We will have
a big water slide in the backyard of the parsonage and there will be a dominos tournament and a homemade ice cream competition in the Fellowship
Hall! We need full church participation and will be reaching out to each
Sunday School class asking for volunteers to cover various tasks and to
bring side dishes and desserts. We want this to be open to the community
and will be inviting attendees from the Prayer Walk to join us! This is a
great opportunity for us to tap into our community and invite new people to
visit our church! Please contact the office to share any ideas you have for
these events or to volunteer your time to make this day a wonderful day for
our church and community!

50th Wedding
Anniversary
Celebration
John and Nancy Moerls extend an invitation to their
friends and acquaintances
to join them as they celebrate their 50th Wedding
Anniversary with a come
and go reception at the
Clyde FUMC Fellowship Hall
on Saturday, August 19,
2017 from 2-4 PM.
All are invited!

Greetings Church,
As you know, our Sanctuary and Handbell
choirs have had some time off this summer, and that
time is quickly coming to an end. That means that in
a few short weeks, we will again enjoy the sounds of
our awesome and talented choirs during Sunday worship.
Be looking out for a surprise, special musical
event in preparation for the return of the choirs, and
know that if you would like to join any of the church's
musical groups that you would be welcome! Come
try it out Wednesday evenings starting Aug. 23.
See you Sunday!
Jared

